
Analysing NAPLAN Data Technique. (Using Word 2003 – will be similar with 2007) 

-40

-35

-30

-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

5

10

IT
EM

 N
U
M

B
ER

3 8 6 12 13 15 20 27 33 34 28 29 30 31 21 5 24 16 7 9 10 11 4 1 14 19 22 23 32 35 26 25 17 18

Series1

 
Derived from the STUDENT RESPONSE REPORT from the NAPLAN Data sets from 

https://naplands.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ (each school has their own ID & Password – see your Principal if unknown) 

 

 

Select the required student cohort and “Student 

Response Report” 

 

Select the required data set (eg: reading) and 

preview report. 

 

Go to the last page of the report  

Select and copy the school data 

 

Paste into a spreadsheet 

 

Copy State data and paste into the spreadsheet below 

the school data 

 

Calculate the difference between the school and state 

by adding a formula to subtract the state mean from 

the school mean: 

In the cell below the first 2 figures, type: = then 

press the mouse in the school row, then „-„, then the 

cell in the state row. 

eg: „= B1- B2‟ press „enter‟ 

https://naplands.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


 

Fill this formula across to other cells by selecting the 

cell with the formula in it and drag across the row 

until the end of the data. 

Then press Crtl+R 

 

To add the item number: 

 

Return to the Naplan report and copy the item 

numbers and paste them into the next row on the 

spreadsheet 

 

 

Graphing the Data: 

Highlight the „difference‟ data  

 

 

Then click on the chart wizard icon 

 

Select the column graph then next 

 

Ensure the Data Range tab has rows checked 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select the „Series‟ tab 

 

In the „Category (x) label‟ input box click on the row 

number that contains the item numbers, then „next‟ 

to add a chart title. 

 

 

„Finish‟ 

 

You may need to enlarge the chart to reveal the 

names of the items. Do this by dragging the corners 

of the frame the chart is contained within. 

 


